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W ha t d o  w e need  so cia l inno v a tio n fo r ?

• Social innovations are essential for finding solutions  to the major 
sustainability problems of our time such  as climate change, 
social exclusion and poverty, mental health problems and 
loneliness.

• Social innovation requires listening to the needs of  different 
target groups and developing human -centered solutions.

• The successful adoption and development of  technological 
innovation also requires social  innovation.
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The lo g ic o f S o cia l Inno v a tio n

• Put the people first! Social  innovation requires listening 
to  the needs of different target  groups and developing 
human - centered solutions.

• Understand and evaluate societal  benefits and impact 
of your  innovation and invention. Strive  for sustainable 
innovation.

• Do not forget technological side  of innovations. The 
successful  adoption and development of  technological 
innovation also  requires social innovation
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Human -centered innovation means that 
development requires empathy, understanding 
people's everyday life and the meanings they  give 
to things. In general, what is needed is an 
understanding of what is  meaningful to people in 
their everyday lives.

People-oriented innovation also brings developers 
and communities  together. Rather than profiling 
yourself as a lonely pioneer, you are a  co -
developer, a co-understander. It is essential that 
you bring your  resources to be used by everyone 
together.

P ut th e P eo p le  Fir st
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S usta ina b le  o r  no t?

• Innovation is not innovation unless it has been introduced and  exploited. Too 
often, the RDI process ends at the end of a  project. To be truly impactful, 
innovation must be scaled and  disseminated.

• Innovation can be useful from one point of view, but negative  effects from 
another. It is important to find ways of balancing  the effects and working for 
sustainable innovation.

#Innovation4Inclusion



Techno lo g y  m a tter s
• Technology is a necessary, often pervasive force in all new creations. Many 

innova tions require technology in order to be effective. For exa mple, va rious  
a pplica tions  in educa tion ha ve ma de it poss ible to lea rn rega rdless  of time a nd 
pla ce. 

• Technology ma y ta ke over in innova tion. Technology ca n become a n end in itself 
or it ca n cha nge our a ctivities  in a n unw a nted direction. 
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@KuitunenSoile @Msillanpaan_sr

Learn more about the innovations of the Miina
Sillanpää Foundation

https://www.miinasillanpaa.fi/

Th a n k  y o u!
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